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PhD/MPhil Proposal Template 2026/27

Please see the template below which will detail the questions you will be asked to submit your proposal. All proposals should be submitted online via Acceptd - https://app.getacceptd.com/rcs following submitting your application online which is made through UCAS Conservatoires: https://www.ucas.com/conservatoires. 
The deadline is 26 May 2026.  

Personal Details

	Name 

	Research proposal title: Archiving and Advancing the Glasgow Improvisers Orchestra: Creative Practice and the Psychology of Large-Group Improvisation.”  





	Mode of Study (please delete as necessary):              Full-time          Part-time






Cross-institutional supervision (please note the relevant HEI (up to two) and potential supervisor(s), if applicable, otherwise leave this entry blank)

	Institution
	


	Institution
	



Qualifications (to be submitted as part of your UCAS Conservatories application)

Applicants for whom English is a second language must demonstrate an IELTS score of 7.0.
Qualifications gained
	University or College
	Dates of award
	Degree/Diploma
	Main subjects
	Grade, Class or GPA

	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	




Qualifications pending

	University or College
	Anticipated date of award
	Degree/Diploma
	Main subjects

	


	
	
	

	

	
	
	




	Relevant professional experience, as applicable (300 words maximum) 





	Research Summary (100 words)
Please provide a summary of your proposed research project that will be comprehensible to non-specialists. 









	Research Proposal (1000 words)
Your proposal must respond directly to the project “Archiving and Advancing the Glasgow Improvisers Orchestra: Creative Practice and the Psychology of Large-Group Improvisation.”  
Completion of the project should be feasible within the normal period of study (three years full-time and six years part-time study). The methodology should be demonstrably appropriate and the whole proposal well-grounded in current research literature and/or practice. 
Please structure your writing around the following sections.

1. Research Context
Briefly situate your proposal within relevant fields (e.g. improvisation studies, music psychology, archival studies, creative practice).
· Reference key ideas, practices, or debates
· Indicate how your work contributes to interdisciplinary understanding

2.. Methods and Approach
Outline a clear and integrated method. You should address:
· Archival: How will you contribute to developing, interpreting, or activating the archive?
· Creative Practice: What forms will your creative outputs take, and how do they relate to the archive?
· Inquiry: How will you investigate collaboration and creativity (e.g. qualitative, ethnographic, reflective methods)?
3. Research Question(s) / Problem
· Define 1–3 focused research questions
4. Originality and Contribution
· What is innovative about your proposal within this framework?
· What will it contribute to:
· Academic knowledge
· Creative practice

5. Knowledge Exchange, Public Engagement & Impact
· Who are the key audiences or communities?
· How will you engage and communicate your work (e.g. performances, digital outputs, exhibitions, workshops)?






























	Preparedness for proposed doctoral project (300 words maximum)
Please demonstrate how your previous study (UG / MA) and / or professional experience have prepared you for this particular doctoral project. This might include reference to your UG and Masters programmes of study and your dissertation topics, specific and appropriate methodological training and/or expertise, work-based learning or employment in a relevant occupation, etc.




	Training needs (300 words maximum)
However well prepared applicants may be to undertake the research they propose, it is expected that they will need to develop new skills during their programme of study. 
· Please identify your training needs – what skills will you need to develop to ensure that you are able to complete your research project successfully? (Your project is likely to build on and extend existing skills and will be project-specific.)
· What skills do you seek to develop for professional development purposes? 
· Why have you chosen to put forward an application to the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland? 
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